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SOUTH NORWOOD
RECREATION GROUND

Conceived by
Borough Engineer George Carter
nstructed by

Ilnb:l"'t‘1 IcllocAlplno & ySons
Norwood Junction Subway

The world's first reinforced concrete underpass

Opened 31 July 1912




@ CLOCK TOWER @ WALKWAY

The impressive cast-iron Clock Tower is an iconic
feature of South Norwood and stands at the heart
of the community. It is a testament to the popularity

This path beside the railway takes you past the
former location of Stanley Works. Between Belgrave

of William Stanley. The local community opened Road and Station Road was once a large Victorian § Aqueau

the Clock Tower in honour of William Stanley and factory, built by Stanley in 1875, which manufactured ¢Aleid) e Jeell punald sleyse ejenud ey Loy pejeoojel Buieq Joye
y mathematical and drawing instruments. Although é ay) uo dew ainseal} sbejuay e puly NoA uey

his wife, Eliza, for their golden wedding anniversary : 2061 Ul a1ay) paoeld atem yied ay} Jo souenus

. i . the original firm moved out in the 1920s, the factory oU au1 1e SJelid oud puess sul bue “Ulewss
in 1907. Station Road is now home to the Clock remained in use by a joinery firm until the late 20th Yyu Uy [Iia %ouq p uyp I

Tower Market, a community-run monthly market. century. Sadly the factory suffered a disastrous fire "8861 Ihun Z/61 Ul juswdoljaneQ u ;29:1;%;5!-12 Ti{fp?(l:lj iuzfelljd/\ig gm;eziz
in the 1990s and was converted to residential use in | J0 10}0311Q Y} BWEIS] I9Je| PUE ‘€/61-9961 JO e o o o o1 oo 1o
2000. However, if you look down on the ground, you ' s1eaf sy} usamiaq J08)ydly Ybnolog uophoid sy o Je Q110 |el S;JM oum ‘gﬁnmﬁ ﬁou'e .
4 FORMER POLICE STATION can see stones which have been laid out to mark the sem ea7 "1ay1abo) soeds ay) asn 0} Ajunwiwiod g]‘ qé‘nmp' é JBMLI gu oM DUE 1UBL wny
old footprint of the factory building. ay} Jo siequwaw [[e mojle pue ‘ybi| au} ul 18] ‘uado U LONOILR SPABMLOU H|EM PUE 3L
From the Victorian times until around the mid- _ _ °q 9} peuﬁgs-ep PUE S|SAS] Sl :'9’\0 _
You are near to the site of the pumping station for the J|ds s1}| "eoeds aAljeAOUUl ‘MBU paweual Jaje|

1980s, South Norwood’s police station was located

on the High Street. It is thought this was the police Sitp ubisap o} wes) Areaq) PUE SOG8 Su} Ul 9IS Jussa.d s} 0} pajeoojal sem

London and Croydon Atmospheric Railway. This was

Can you find a map of South Norwood on the

Junction Foot Tunnel. Inside the tunnel are images of
pavement?

3 Victorian South Norwood, by artist Liane Lang who

oW s Je eues pue SBuping worked with local historian John Hickman and the

Sy U Bumoys geg woy dew
uo and 10jleg /(”O[‘ ay) ep_lSlno CROYDON

www.croydon.gov.uk

This walk uncovers South Norwood’s
innovative past, exploring its historic
streets, spaces and showcasing its greatest
inventions.

INoAe| peoy Loy}
SI Jsuloo ay)

Croydon Local Studies and Archives in 2012.

.croydon.gov.uk

station mentioned in the Sherlock Holmes novel rare and innovative Victorian technology, using air 9} pue uelelqiT JBIyo uoiels a8yl "6£gl Ul pauado sem )i usym uonels
The Sign of the Four. In 1986 the police station pressure to push vehicles through pipes. s‘uopAOJo‘ep!sﬁume Jojieg Ajjor, 8y} se umouy sem pue abplg Aemjiey
was relocated, and Laing’s Southern Region was paxiom ‘e ybnH PEOY PUE[LOG JO YLOU 8y} 0} pejedo) Ajeulbiio sem
awarded a contract by the Metropolitan Police 7 SOCCO CHETA 13yoIe 8YL "8961 UOE}S S,PO0MION UINOS “UOPAQD Ul PEOY UOPUOT
for the construction of a divisional police station u! 1|!E;1q-esodmd Sem 0} 90plig uopuoT ALUOJJ uel sulj sty pue ‘iggL u!
o olym ‘Buipjing jsieins uswieljied Jo 10y ue aslioyjne jsiiy sem Aemjiel
at South Norwood. The result is this bold, Post- Hidden on the busy Portland Road, this building has L‘lﬁ::xuls eps!| AqJelJc.;uleq?_ su]:| 1 'u0|.1|le'1§| ioaoﬁnr poqof\)/uoN gllu 191 )1|éM Inok ul!,"],S
gﬂn%dig:] b:::g‘gr;tlle Psrtc?::aosr;'\gr?:l (gclisllesdsm t2ho|1=§rm a long history of innovation and responding to the o ' ' ' ' '
v : : IS SIX needs of its community. It was originally an early
School in 2018. cinema known as the New Electric Theatre, first : AdvHgl] z NOLLONNF QOOMHON |L
opened in 1911. During World War I, it became a Fold 2
restaurant and after the war was used as a dining ....................................................................................................................................... L
5 STANLEY ARTS room for school meals. From March 1963, it was : -
converted to the Socco Cheta Youth Club, which ; & 8
The Stanley Halls are unique examples of quirky also became the home of Croydon Domino Club CROYDON g % CROYDON I-jl:-l
Edwardian architecture. They were designed by in 1971. They remain here today as part of Socco B HERITAGE 23 Py
William Stanley, inventor and local philanthropist, Cheta. Co.mmunity Hub (CIC), a consortium.of local 3 WALK N —_
and built between 1903-11. The buildings reflect organisations who have come together to give anew E: IR -
Stanley’s interest in science, the arts and culture. lease of life to the building as a community hub. South % 3 >
When the Halls opened, they provided increased Norwood . )
opportunities for local young musicians such as s g; m
William Hurlstone, Samuel Coleridge Taylor and SUBWAY Distance: 2.5km g 2 E
even Shirley Bassey to rehearse and establish 5 Time: 45 minutes Tg S -O >
themselves. As you reach the station, head down the slope to the The walk includes no steep hills or steps é ; O —
; e i left to take the subway. Opened in 1912, this was the _ _ i
;Ir-,hni\\,,:t?:r? tcc:)otr;]tilg ZZS 't%l]r;sgltraem(:eaptg/gylz,r;d first subway in the world to be made out of reinforced S NEIRIEES 12 & Gl TSt Ui £ O A
o y ) y P : : . ; town we see today dates mostly from the g :
Initiative (SPI) was set up in 2011 to manage the congrete, a revolutionary engineering technique at 1800s and early 1900s. Local industry g
Grade |l listed halls. Stanley Arts run events, offer the time. boomed after the Croydon Ganal opened in it
performance spaces, and act as a hub for local The underpass is filled with artwork, showcasing Bl 1309, and the town centre expanded after _é O
businesses. Walk through the narrow passage to the creativity of the community. In 2021, local Ml the opening of the new railway station in 2
reach the courtyard, and feel free to take a pit stop organisation We Love SE25 commissioned artists Bl 1839. The Victorian and Edwardian eras Z
here in the cafe. to work with volunteers to create a bright, colourful B were a defining time for South Norwood, due
mural at the Clifford Road entrance of Norwood to the ingenuity of its inventors. -I-g'
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